
        First Presbyterian Church 

513 Birch St., Boonton, NJ 07005 

(973) 334-3535    www.fpcboonton.org 

     Like us on Facebook 

 

November 30, 2025                               First Sunday of Advent  “Hope”                                            10:00 am 

 

GOD’S PEOPLE GATHER 

 

* = Please stand in body or in spirit 

 

WELCOME! We are glad you can join us for worship here and online. Visitors, please fill out a Welcome Card and 

place it in the offering plate. Prayer Request Cards are available in the racks within each pew.  

Please remember to turn off all devices as we turn towards God. 
 

GREETINGS TO THE COMMUNITY OF FAITH 

 

PRELUDE                                               “Arioso”                                          J.S. Bach 

 

PRAYER OF ADORATION                                                                                                             Written by Nancy Townley 

Lord of Love and Light, shine through our darkness, bringing us hope. Open our hearts for the journey, our eyes for the 

light, our spirits for the peace which you bring. Fill our mouths with laughter and speech with shouts of joy that we shall 

reveal the love with which you surround us. We offer this prayer in the name of the One who is coming into the world 

bringing your hope, love, peace, and joy:  Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 

TIME FOR MISSION 

 

SCENES FROM THE GOSPEL                                                      The Voice of Mary 

 

ADVENT CANDLE LIGHTING 

One: The days are surely coming, your salvation is nearing. 

All:  Christ, be our light! 

One: The heavens are speaking; your kingdom is arriving. 

All:  Shine in our hearts. Shine through the darkness. 

One: The world is turning; new life is appearing. 

All:  Christ, be our light! Shine in your church gathered today. 

One: On this first Sunday of Advent, let us light the candle of hope. 
 

* HYMN # Blue 1                                    “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus”                                                           Charles Wesley 

 

PRAYER SEEKING GOD’S GRACE  

God of all creation, your vision of peace is beyond our knowing. We have been hurt and we have seen destruction, so we 

turn around and hurt others, destroying what you have called good. Forgive us, and fill us with your knowledge, so we 

may help bring forth your peaceful kingdom.  
 

SILENT REFLECTION 

 

* HYMN # Blue 579                                      “Gloria Patri”                                                   Henry W. Greatorex, 1851 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end.   Amen.  Amen. 
 

* ASSURANCE OF GOD’S GRACE 

 

* PASSING OF THE PEACE 

One: May the Peace of Our Lord, Jesus Christ, be with you all. 

All:  And also with you. 
 

* RESPONSIVE HYMN # Blue 53                              “What Child is This”                                               William Chatterton Dix 

(verse 1) 

 

 

 

http://www.fpcboonton.org/


GOD’S WORD TO US 

 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION  
 

FIRST SCRIPTURE READING                            2 Samuel 7:12-16                                                                             p. 281 

One:  God’s Word for God’s People. 

All:   Thanks be to God. 
 

SECOND SCRIPTURE READING                          Luke 1:26-38                                                                                  p. 56  

One: Holy Wisdom, Holy Word. 

All:  Thanks be to God. 
 

SERMON                                                 “Prepare Ye the Way of the Lord Part II”                           Pastor Nathaniel Fryer 
 

A MOMENT FOR REFLECTION 

 

OUR RESPONSE TO GOD’S WORD 

* HYMN # Blue 12                            “People, Look East”                                        French Folk Melody 

(At this time, ushers will receive any written prayer requests 

or you can email the church office:  office@fpcboonton.org) 

 

* AFFIRMATION OF FAITH                                                                                               (adapted from Isaiah 11, A Creed) 
Jesus has taught us to speak of hope as the coming of God’s Kingdom. We believe that God is at work in our world 

turning hopeless and evil situations into good. We believe that goodness and justice and love will triumph in the end, and 

that tyranny and oppression cannot last forever. One day ‘all tears will be wiped away’ and ‘the lamb will lie down with 

the lion.’ True peace and true reconciliation are not only desirable, they are assured and guaranteed. This is our faith, 

and our hope. Amen. 
 
JOYS AND CONCERNS OF THE PEOPLE 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER: (In unison)  

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in 

heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us; and lead 

us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. 

Amen. 
 

CALL FOR OFFERING 

 

OFFERTORY                                                          “Advent Alleluia”                                                 Douglas E. Wagner 

 

* PRESENTATION / DOXOLOGY: (In unison) 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow. Praise God, all creatures here below. 

Praise God above, ye heavenly host. Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 
 

* PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

 

GOD’S PEOPLE GO INTO THE WORLD 

 

* HYMN # Blue 36                                                 “In the Bleak Midwinter”                                                    Christina Rossetti 

 

* CHARGE AND BENEDICTION 

 

   POSTLUDE                                                         “Postlude in D Minor”                                                            Anton Bruckner 

 

Pastor: The Rev. Nathaniel Fryer 

Organist/Choir Director: Sarah Jane Zollner 
Voice of Mary: Mira Nickel 

 

mailto:office@fpcboonton.org


Please welcome our guest organist: Lou Carozza 

Lou lives in Rockaway, NJ, teaches Chemistry at Mountain Lakes HS and is an Adjunct Professor of Chemistry at CCM. He 

studied organ with Russell Hayton and Richard Morgan, has served as the organist/choir director at various churches across 

Northern NJ including St. Paul’s, Morris Plains, St. John’s, Dover and Christ Church, Glen Ridge, and is a member of the 

Metropolitan Guild of Organists.   

 

LITURGIST, Lisa Hordnes 

was raised in Boonton and has been in this church all her life. Lisa lives in Rockaway Township with her son, Bjorn and brother, 

Einar. She has another son, Chris, and two grandchildren, Colin and Emma. She is employed as a Surgical Materials Specialist 

with St. Clare’s Health Services. Lisa has served as Deacon and Elder here at FPCB and uses her musical gifts in our Chancel 

Choir, the Hand Bell Choir, and other community vocal groups. 
 

CHANCEL FLOWERS  

are given by Phil and Bea Beatty to the glory of God and in celebration of their daughter, Jessica’s birthday. 
 

A DONATION HAS BEEN GIVEN  

by Glen Middleton in memory of his parents; John R. and Alice Middleton,  

and his brother David Middleton. 
 

 
 

 

 

        

Welcome to the First Presbyterian Church of Boonton 

We are glad you are worshiping with us today! 
Mission Outreach: 

ANGEL TREE – FPCB partners with Boonton Social Svcs. annually to provide holiday gifts to people in need in our 

community.  Gift tags are hanging from a Christmas Tree by the office and due back by Wed. 12/10. If you have any questions, 

contact Martel Roberts at martelroberts@gmail.com 

 

COOKIE SALE - Attention all bakers and lovers of cookies! Sun. 12/14, during coffee hour, the Presbyterian Women will be 

selling delicious, homemade cookies for $10.00/bag (payable by cash or check). All proceeds will go to “Loaves & Fishes”. We 

need lots of bakers to make this sale a success. What a great way to treat yourself, or others. There will be a sign-up sheet in the 

library during coffee hour. Please bring your cookies to the library no later than 9:30 on December 14th. If you have any questions 

please contact Trish Herrera. Thank you for all your support. 
 

CHRISTMAS POINSETTIAS – Order a plant in memory/honor of a loved one.  Please use the envelopes provided in the pews 

or donate through Breeze (use the dropdown menu and indicate loved one’s name in the comments box). After the Christmas Eve 

Service, you may take the poinsettia with you, or ask a Deacon to deliver it to a homebound member.  Donations: $10/plant. Last 

Day 12/14. 
 

DOVER FAITH KITCHEN - Mon. 12/22 - The Dover Faith Kitchen is a program of Trinity Lutheran Church in Dover, NJ.  Our 

affiliation began many years ago by Deacon Robin Gershaw when she and the others were challenged to find new missions. We 

serve the 4th Monday of every other month. It takes 4-5 people each time we are there. We provide the food, prepare it there, serve 

it and clean up our own kitchen mess. We arrive at 9:00am and we are done by 12:30 or sooner.  It’s never hard and always fun.  

The guests are always pleasant and grateful.  We are always looking for new faces to join us in this experience.  Please join us. Call 

Deb Stora if interested in volunteering: 201-602-9567 

 

MEAL TRAIN: is an opportunity to provide a meal for a person or a family in their time of need. Please email Lois Merritt at 

loisann139@optonline.net if you would like to volunteer to provide a meal or if you are in need of a meal. 
 

MISSIONS: We are always accepting Mission Donations through Breeze or they can be mailed to or dropped off at the office. 
 

Worship: 

WORSHIP FLOWERS NEEDED You can sign up on the chart by the bridge doors.  One or both of these arrangements are 

delivered to the sick and homebound each week and bring connection and cheer. The office will contact you regarding the $40 
flower donation and bulletin dedication. 
 

HEARING AIDS/RECEIVERS are available and PEW PILLOWS, during worship service, for those of you who would like 

additional back support. Please ask an usher for assistance with these.  
 

mailto:loisann139@optonline.net


Fellowship:  

PRAYER GROUP meets every other Tuesday at 10:30 a.m. in the church library. All are welcome. The  

next meeting will be Tues. 12/2. 
 

COFFEE HOUR – Leftover Sunday!  Join us in the library for leftovers and a great time of fellowship!  Please 

consider sponsoring or hosting coffee hour. You can sign up on the board next to the office (or consider donating to the jar in the 

library). Congregational Life will provide coffee.   
 

WOMEN’S CHRISTMAS LUNCHEON is 12/9 at 12 p.m. at Marilyn Ward’s home, 108 Ely Rd., Boonton. Email 

marilynaward@msn.com or call/text 973-800-9810 or sign-up during coffee hour. 
 

ANNUAL CHRISTMAS DINNER “O HOLY NIGHT”, hosted by Congregational Life will be Sun. 12/14. Tickets are on sale 

now through 12/7 during coffee hour, or by contacting Kim Robbins or Trish Herrera. The price is $20/adult, children 12 and under 

are free, payable through Breeze, or by cash or check. This year, the dinner will start with appetizers in the library, during our 

regular coffee hour. This will allow concert guests, who are unable to attend the dinner, a chance to enjoy a time for fellowship. 

Following coffee hour, those who are attending the dinner will go to Reighart Hall, where a delicious Italian meal will be served. 

Karaoke and a trivia challenge will be available to those who wish to participate. To add to the holiday spirit, we invite all 

attending the Christmas dinner to wear an ugly Christmas sweater. If you don't already have one, be creative and "make" your own!  
 

ADVENT Worship  

Sun.  Dec  7    Second Sunday of Advent – Join us for worship to celebrate the PEACE of  Christmas and enjoy  

 our Handbell Choir  

Fri.   Dec  12  Hanging of the Greens – come help decorate the sanctuary at 6:00 pm 

Sun.  Dec  14 Third Sunday of Advent – Join us for worship to celebrate the JOY of Christmas with our  

                   Christmas Cantata “Festival of Lessons and Carols” arranged by Hal Hopson presented by the chancel choir,    

                   handbell ringers and guest instrumentalists.  Following worship join us in the Library for our Cookie Sale, hosted  

                   by the Presbyterian Women of FPCB, just in time for Christmas. Also on this day is our  

 Congregational Christmas Dinner “O Holy Night”  

Sun.  Dec  21 Fourth Sunday of Advent – Join us for worship to celebrate the LOVE of Christmas  

Wed. Dec  24 Christmas Eve. Candlelight Service 9pm 

 

“WELCOME TO THE FAMILY” Dinners - Welcome our new pastor into our church family in a small group gathering for 

dinner at members’ homes.  Modeled after our “Dinner for Eight” events - the host provides the main course and guests bring sides, 

salads, desserts and appetizers.   It will be an evening of good company, delicious food and an opportunity to get to know Nathaniel 

and strengthen 

personal connections among our church family. There will be a sign-up sheet on Sundays or contact Marisa Crozier or Barbara 

Lanigan. More dinner dates will be added in January and February, stay tuned! The next date is Sat. 1/10. 
 

STEWARDSHIP - We invite you to prayerfully consider three ways you can help.  Consider increasing your regular giving for 

2026 by at least $30 per month, or more if you are able, to help those who may not be in a position to do so. Explore additional 

ways to support the ministry of our church, including through the many giving opportunities available via The Presbyterian 

Foundation. 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
WE NEED 8 VOLUNTEERS for First Friday on Main Street to hand out invitations, welcoming people to join us for our 

upcoming Worship Services - Contact Marilyn Ward at 973-800-9810 if interested. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Breeze online giving code 

 



   First Presbyterian Church 

 

November 30 – December 6 ~ First Sunday of Advent 
Sunday                9:15 am    Choir Rehearsal (Sanctuary) 

                          10:00 am    Worship (Sanctuary and online)   

             11:00 am    Coffee Hour – Leftover Sunday! (Library) 

  7:00 pm    AA (Reighart Hall) 

Monday             6-10 pm    NA PIC and NA - Lost and Found Group (Reighart Hall) 

 7:00 pm    Cub Scouts (Library) 

Tuesday            10:30 am    Prayer Group (Library) 

 6:30 pm    Deacons (Library) 

Wednesday        3:00 pm    Coffee & Services (Gateway) / 4:00 pm Loaves & Fishes Food Pantry 

4:00 pm    OPS Meeting (Zoom) 

Thursday            6:30 pm    Webelo Meeting Reighart Hall) 

                           6:30 pm    Handbell Rehearsal (Sanctuary) 

Saturday             8:00 am    Coffee & Services (Gateway) / 9:00 am Loaves & Fishes Food Pantry 

9:30 am    Choir Rehearsal T/B (Sanctuary) 

            10:45 am    Choir Rehearsal SATB (Choir Room/Sanctuary) 

             11:45am    Choir Rehearsal S/A (Choir Room/Sanctuary) 

            12:00 pm    St. John's Luncheon at St. John's Boonton 

            12:45 pm    Bonus Handbell Rehearsal 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
December 7 – December 13 ~ Second Sunday of Advent 
Sunday 8:30 am / 9:30 am   Handbells / Choir Rehearsal (Sanctuary) 

                          10:00 am    Worship (Sanctuary and online)   

             11:00 am    Coffee Hour (Library) 

                          11:30 am    Choir Rehearsal (Sanctuary) 

  7:00 pm    AA (Reighart Hall) 

Monday 7:00 pm    Session (Library and Zoom) 

 7:30 pm    NA - Lost and Found Group (Reighart Hall) 

Tuesday 6:00 pm    Scouts Wolfden meeting (Library) / 7pm AA (Reighart Hall) 

Wednesday        3:00 pm    Coffee & Services (Gateway) / 4:00 pm Loaves & Fishes Food Pantry 

Thursday 1:15 pm    Second Thursday (Library) 

Friday  6:00 pm    Hanging of the Greens (Sanctuary) 

6:30 pm    Scouts (Reighart Hall) 

Saturday             8:00 am    Coffee & Services (Gateway) / 9:00 am Loaves & Fishes Food Pantry 

*The calendar can also be found on our website under news and events 

 

Upcoming Events 
Please see our bulletin board on the bridge for upcoming church events, 

and the bridge doors for other local events 

 

Office Hours: Monday – Friday 8:30 a.m. – 1:30 p.m. 
Pastor’s ‘in office’ hours: Monday – Wednesday 9:30 a.m. – 2:30 p.m. 


