
        First Presbyterian Church 

          513 Birch St., Boonton, NJ 07005 

             (973) 334-3535    www.fpcboonton.org    Like us on Facebook 

     Living Matthew 25:  

         Rooted in Christ, Living Boldly, Serving with Compassion 

 

January 4, 2026                                           Second Sunday of Christmas                                            10:00 AM 
  Worship & Communion 

 

GATHERING 

 

* = Please stand in body or in spirit 

 

WELCOME! We are glad you can join us for worship here and online. Visitors, please fill out a Welcome Card and 

place it in the offering plate. Prayer Request Cards are available in the racks within each pew. Please remember to turn off 

all devices as we turn towards God. 
 

GREETINGS TO THE COMMUNITY OF FAITH 

 

PRELUDE                                                             “Go Tell It On the Mountain”                                              arr. John Carter 

    

PRAYER OF ADORATION 

 

* CALL TO WORSHIP: (Responsively) 

One: Arise, O Jerusalem, stand upon the height and look toward the east. 

All:  See your children gathered from west and east, at the Holy One’s word. 

One: Shower, O heavens, from above, and let the skies rain down righteousness. 

All:  Let the Earth be open, that salvation may spring up, and let it also cause righteousness to sprout up. 

One: God is Spirit, and those who worship must worship in spirit and truth. 

All:  Amen. 
 

* HYMN # Blue 38                       “It Came Upon A Midnight Clear”                                             Richard Storrs Willis 

vs. 1-4 
(At this time, ushers will receive any written prayer requests 

or you can email the church office:  office@fpcboonton.org) 
 

PRAYER SEEKING GOD’S GRACE                                                       From the 2018 PCUSA Book of Common Worship 

God of Glory, you sent Jesus among us as the light of the world, to reveal your love for all people. We confess that 

our sin and pride hide the brightness of your light. We turn away from the poor; we ignore cries for justice; we do 

not strive for peace; in your mercy, cleanse us of our sin, and pour out the gifts of your Spirit, that forgiven and 

renewed, we may show forth your glory, shining in the face of Jesus Christ. 
 

SILENT REFLECTION 

 

* KYRIE: (Sung in unison)  

HYMN # Blue 572                                                   “Lord Have Mercy Upon Us”                                                                  John Merbecke 

Lord Have Mercy Upon Us, Christ Have Mercy Upon Us, Lord Have Mercy Upon Us 

 

* ASSURANCE OF GOD’S GRACE 

 

* PASSING OF THE PEACE 

One: May the Peace of Our Lord, Jesus Christ, be with you all. 

All: And also with you. 

  

* RESPONSIVE HYMN # Blue 47                              “Still, Still, Still”                                                    Austrian melody 

vs. 2 
 

TIME FOR MISSION 

http://www.fpcboonton.org/


WORD 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

 

FIRST SCRIPTURE READING                                    Jeremiah 31:1-9                                                                         p. 733    

One:  The word of God for the people of God. 

All:   Thanks be to God. 
 

SECOND SCRIPTURE READING                             Jeremiah 31:10-23                                                                      p. 734   

One: Holy Wisdom, Holy Word. 

All:  Thanks be to God. 
 

SERMON                                                              “So You Want To Be A Prophet?                          The Rev. Nathaniel Fryer 

 

A MOMENT FOR REFLECTION 

 

* HYMN # Blue 306                                  “Fairest Lord Jesus”                                                  Silesian Folk Melody 

  

* AFFIRMATION OF FAITH:                                                                                                                     The Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. We believe in 

one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God 

from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; through Him all things were made. For us and for our 

salvation He came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary and became truly human. For 

our sake He was crucified under Pontius Pilate; He suffered death and was buried. On the third day He rose again in 

accordance with the Scriptures; He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again 

in glory to judge the living and the dead, and His kingdom will have no end. We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the 

giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who 

has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for 

the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

RESPONSE 

 
OFFERTORY                                        “From A Distant Home”                                                               Hal Hopson 

 

* PRESENTATION / DOXOLOGY: (In unison) 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow. Praise God, all creatures here below. 

Praise God above, ye heavenly host. Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

 

* PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION (Responsively) 
One: Gracious God, we thank you for these your gifts, and the ways that your Son moves in and among us, 

All:  O Christ, Our Light, hear our prayer. 

You are invited to offer your prayers and supplications individually to God at this time 

One: Lord Jesus Christ, hope of the world, 

All:  Help us to bear witness to your light, 

One: So that all may believe and have life in you; 

All:  In your holy name we pray. Amen. 
 

HOLY COMMUNION 

 

INVITATION TO THE LORD’S TABLE  
 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them up unto the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

 

 



THE LORD’S PRAYER: (In unison)   
Our Father, Who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, They will be done on earth at it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us; and lead us not into 

temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION  
 

COMMUNION OF THE PEOPLE (Please take each element [bread/juice] and consume it when you feel called to do so. 

Gluten/egg free crackers are in the middle of the plate.) 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

 

SENDING 

 

* HYMN # Blue 53                                              “What Child is This?”                                                     William C. Dix 

 

* CHARGE AND BENEDICTION 

 

POSTLUDE                                           “March of the Three Kings”                                            arr. Gordon Young 

 

 

   

Pastor: The Rev. Nathaniel Fryer 

Organist/Choir Director: Sarah Jane Zollner 
Firemen’s Home: Lois Merritt and Marion Gingery 

 

Liturgist: Martel Roberts is a Boonton resident along with her husband John, and their children, James and Amanda. Martel 

and John joined our congregation in 1998. Martel has served as a Co-advisor of the ROCK youth group, as a member of the 

PNC and is an ordained Elder who has served on the Fellowship and Memorials Committees and on the Scholarship 

subcommittee and is currently a Deacon. She works as a Business Education teacher at Randolph High School.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Welcome to the First Presbyterian Church of Boonton 

We are glad you are worshiping with us today! 
Mission Outreach: 

DEACON OFFERING ENVELOPES are available for your use on Communion Sundays (small green ones in the pews).  Please 

consider making a donation to the Deacon Fund. 
 

MEAL TRAIN is an opportunity to provide a meal for a person or a family in their time of need. Please email Lois Merritt at 

loisann139@optonline.net if you would like to volunteer to provide a meal or if you are in need of a meal. 
 

MISSIONS We are always accepting Mission Donations through Breeze or they can be mailed to or dropped off at the office.   
 

BILL AND VIVIAN LOWTHER SCHOLARSHIP - The Memorials Committee is pleased to announce that the Scholarship 

Subcommittee is accepting applications from FPC Members who have applied to or are attending an accredited college or 

professional school in pursuit of professional certification, undergraduate education, or a graduate degree. Bill & Vivian Lowther 

Scholarship Applications are available here or on the bridge in the church. Completed applications are due to the church office 

by March 1, 2026. 
 

Worship: 

WORSHIP FLOWERS NEEDED You can sign up on the chart by the bridge doors.  One or both of these arrangements are 

delivered to the sick and homebound each week and bring connection and cheer. The office will contact you regarding the $40 

flower donation and bulletin dedication. 
 

HEARING AIDS/RECEIVERS and PEW PILLOWS for additional back support, are available during worship service. Please 

ask an usher for assistance with these.  
 

Fellowship:  

COFFEE HOUR is hosted/sponsored today by Congregational Life.  Please join us in the Library to enjoy this time of fellowship. 

*Please consider sponsoring or hosting. You can sign up on the board next to the office (or consider donating to the jar in the 

library).  
 

PRAYER GROUP meets every other Tuesday at 10:30 a.m. in the church library. All are welcome. The next meeting will be 

announced in January. 
 

SECOND THURSDAY Adult Group will meet on 1/8/26 here in the library at 1:15. BYO lunch. 
 

“WELCOME TO THE FAMILY” Dinners-Welcome our new pastor into our church family in a small group gathering for a meal 

at members’ homes. Modeled after our “Dinner for Eight” events - the host provides the main course and guests bring sides, salads, 

desserts or appetizers. It will be an evening of good company, delicious food and an opportunity to get to know Nathaniel and 

strengthen personal connections among our church family. There will be a sign-up sheet on Sundays or contact Marisa Crozier or 

Barbara Lanigan. The next date open to host is Sun. 1/11 Brunch at Marilyn’s; Sat. 1/24 Dinner at the Tavakkol’s.  
 

 

 
STEWARDSHIP - We invite you to prayerfully consider three ways you can help.  Consider increasing your regular giving for 

2026 by at least $30 per month, or more if you are able, to help those who may not be in a position to do so. Explore additional ways 

to support the ministry of our church, including through the many giving opportunities available via The Presbyterian Foundation. 

The code below is for giving – please see cards on the bridge to indicate your annual pledge.  
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
Breeze online giving code 

 

mailto:loisann139@optonline.net


 

~Prayers~ 

Hope/Joy 

“We thank you, God, for…” 

HEIDI (Betty Tilli’s friend’s daughter) had successful colon surgery, no chemo needed! And Betty’s other friend who had a 

malignant node on her lung, had successful surgery and the doctor feels the area is cancer free. Thank you for your prayers! 

Concern 

“Loving Lord, we pray for...”   

(INSERT YOUR NAME HERE) and lift up to God your needs and concerns. 

ARLENE LANGDON needs prayers for her health. 

BRAEDON (friend o0f the Troiani’s) has developmental issues. 

CODY (Marilyn Ward’s great grandson) improved but is still critical. Prayers for strength/healing. 

ALLIE BEDNORZ (Linda Blank’s niece) appreciates your continued prayers. While still experiencing pain, she is more active and 

adjusting to her new normal.  

BETTY TILLI’S FRIENDs, one who’s battling lymphoma; prayers for healing and effective treatment. GERARD, Betty’s 

friend’s B-I-L from Germany, was involved in a terrible car accident, is in a coma and lost a leg.   

BOB HOFFMAN is requesting prayers for his health. 

DEBBIE DIXON (Meg Meyer’s friend) Please continue to pray for her recovery.   

DON KEARNEY needs prayer for renewed strength and relief from pain. 

EMMIE (Evelyn’s great niece) is receiving chemo. Prayers for strength.  

GERARD (friend of Betty Tilli’s from Germany) was in  

JOHN PIZAR (Kathy’s husband/Shavaun’s dad) Please pray for John as he recovers from a mini stroke. 

JOHN & SANDY (Betty Tilli’s cousins) Prayers for a speedy recovery.  

MIKE STORA needs prayers for his health.  

MORGAN (Cassie Thompson’s friend) is going through a difficult time. Prayers are appreciated. 

MORGAN HANNA (Gail Coe’s grand-daughter) Continued prayers for relief from pain. 

RESIDENTS OF THE NJ STATE FIREMEN’S HOME – pray for their families & caregivers. 

“Prayers for those with Cancer…” 

ANNA ZULLI (Diane Kearney’s friend), BOB DUFFELL (Kim Robbins’ friend’s dad), CAROLYN TARDIF (Meg 

Meyer's friend), DAN G (Betty Tilli’s S-I-L), DAVID (Betty Tilly’s friend’s son), EINAR BORGSTROM, FRED LAYMAN 

(Marisa Crozier’s friend), GENE SARDONI (Judy Caggiano’s friend), GEORGE HORNICKEL (the Blank's cousin), HEIDI 

(Betty Tilli’s friend’s daughter), JOHN ENRIGHT (Jack Thompson’s friend), MARISA LAPLACA (Bea Beatty’s coworker), 

MAX (food pantry volunteer’s son-in-law), MILES (Trish Herrera’s friends’ grandson), NEIR (The Troiani’s friend), ROBERT 

NERLINE, SR., TERESA (Leslie Smith-Ficaro’s friend), & A GATEWAY VOLUNTEER (anonymous). 

Please send updates to previous prayers to office@fpcboonton.org 

 

On Communion Sundays, new prayer requests may not be prayed for during worship,  

but will be held up in prayer during the week. 
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   First Presbyterian Church 

 

January 4th  – 10th 

Sunday 

9:15 – 9:40am  Choir Rehearsal (Sanctuary) 

10 – 11am  Worship (Sanctuary and online) 

11 – 11:30am  Coffee Hour (Library) 

11:30am – 12:30pm Choir Rehearsal (Choir Room/Sanctuary) 

7 – 8pm   AA (Reighart) 

 

Monday   LG Academy Back in Session 

6 – 7:15pm  NA PIC Meeting (Reighart) 

7 – 9pm   Cub Scout Pack 201 Committee Meetings (Library) 

7:30 – 10pm  NA - Lost and Found Group (Reighart) 

 

Tuesday   

6:30 – 8pm  Deacons - Library 

 

Wednesday 

3 – 6pm   Coffee & Services (Gateway)  

4 – 6pm   Loaves and Fishes Food Pantry / 4 – 5pm Backpack giveaway 

4pm   OPS Meeting (Zoom) 

 

Thursday 

1:15 – 3:15pm  Second Thursday - Library 

 

Friday  

6:30 – 8:30pm  Scouts - Pack Meeting (Reighart Hall) 

 

Saturday 

3 – 6pm   Coffee & Services (Gateway) 

4 – 6pm   Loaves and Fishes Food Pantry 

1 – 6pm   Cub Scouts Potluck (Reighart Hall)  

 

*The calendar can also be found on our website under news and events 

 

Upcoming Events 
Please see our bulletin board on the bridge for upcoming church events, 

and the bridge doors for other local events 
 

VACATION 
Sandy, our office administrator, will be back in the office tomorrow, Jan 5th  

 
Office Hours: Monday – Friday 8:30 a.m. – 1:30 p.m. 

Pastor’s ‘in office’ hours: Monday – Wednesday 9:30 a.m. – 2:30 p.m. 
 

 

 

 

 


